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Celebrate Black History Month by Discovering Your Roots 
 
ATLANTA (November 20, 2009) Somalia, Sierra Leone and Nigeria – the countries of Africa 
are distinctive in their cultures and people. Despite this uniqueness, millions of people lost their 
ancestral identities during the horrific years of the slave trade, leaving them solely with the 
knowledge that their forbearers were born in Africa.  
 
Today, advanced DNA technology and a more unified study of genealogy have made way for an 
unprecedented look into African American heritage.  This February join the president and co-
founder of African Ancestry, Inc. for an intimate look into the process of tracing one’s African 
bloodlines, and be present as the results for a notable local resident are revealed. The Day of 
Discovery is offered by Exploritas, a nonprofit known for its exceptional educational travel 
programs for adults, as part of its 2010 Black History Month featured programs. 
 
“Discovering your roots and understanding your genealogy is something that’s important to 
everyone – we’re excited to offer the DNA tracking seminars as an opportunity to learn more 
about this hot topic,” says Kathy Taylor, associate vice president of community development 
at Exploritas. 
 
The day includes a workshop on the study of genealogy and the importance of finding your 
African identity; a concise look at African American history and lineage; and delving into the 
details of DNA analysis. After lunch, DNA results for a local resident will be revealed, followed 
by an opportunity for questions and answers. 
 
Dr. Floretta McKenzie, former superintendent of Washington, D.C. Public Schools, 
participated in the genealogy program last year and had this to say about her experience, “This 
was an exciting program that I would not have missed.  I am a retired geography teacher and I’ve 
been on five [Exploritas] programs including in Chile, Argentina, and the Czech Republic — but 
this genealogy program gave me a chance to discover where I came from, in addition to 
benefiting from the lecture about the DNA process.” 
 



The program will be offered in Atlanta, Boston, Philadelphia and Washington, D.C., throughout 
February.  For more information, visit www.exploritas.org/globaldiscoveries. 
  
About Exploritas 
Exploritas (pronounced ek splôr´ i tahs) is the new name for the programs developed and offered 
by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in lifelong learning and educational travel 
since 1975. Exploritas programs empower adults to explore the world’s places, peoples, cultures 
and ideas, and in so doing to discover more about themselves. Each year, Exploritas participants 
visit every state and more than 90 countries on thousands of programs, from “Intergenerational” 
learning experiences bringing together children and their grandparents or “Adventures Afloat” 
shipboard voyages, to one-day “Day of Discovery” explorations or active Outdoor Adventure 
programs, and more. Exploritas programs strive to bring together passionate, diverse participants 
and world-class instructors to foster engaging discussions. We are committed to continually 
developing new and stimulating programs that reflect the shifting realities and emerging trends 
of our ever-changing world. The fellowship of learning and the joy of discovery are the 
hallmarks of the Exploritas program experience. 
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